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High on the Hill
Katy Ryan Urban Living

Historically characterized by brick
streets and stately Victorian homes,
Union Hill is now a cosmopolitan
district with residential space, retail
stores, bars and restaurants located
halfway between downtown Kansas
City and Westport.

"Union Hill is so exciting to be
around," said Carrie Wilson, director
of marketing services for Frye and
Company, developers of The
Founders. "It's growing, it's vibrant
and it's right in the middle of things."
A development boom fueled the
area's growth in the 1920s, when

Gillham Road became the center of
the city's automotive trade.

As is apparent today, however,
Union Hill didn't only attract
commercial growth. Kansas City's
elite flocked to the area as the city
pushed southward. Lumber barons
retreated to Hyde Park, higher-ups in
the meat-processing industry were
drawn to Armour Boulevard and the
scenic retreat of Longfellow Dutch
Hill inspired lawyers and business
executives.

The same traits that made Union Hill
popular decades ago, including
central location and timeless appeal,



continue to attract both visitors and
residents to this thriving
neighborhood.

House-hunting

A recent NBC Action News
investigation identified the district as
the zip code with the highest home
appreciation in the metropolitan
area. And with housing options from
fixer-uppers to state-of-the-art
condominiums, Union Hill has
something for every homebuyer.
The Founders:

Billed as Kansas City's largest
residential development, The
Founders is 9.2 acres of mixed-use
property located on the southern
edge of Crown Center. When
complete, The Founders will feature
more than 500 new luxury
residences and 45,000 square feet
of commercial space. Architectural
details such as classic stone and
brick exteriors and pedestrian-
friendly streetscapes work in
harmony to evoke aesthetic similarity
to the project's inspiration, Chicago's
Michigan Avenue.

Buildings within The Founders
include the Michael Diveley Building,
the Hattie Drisdon Kearney Building,
the Johnston Lykins Building, the
Mattie Lykins Bingham Building and
the James Hunter Building, all which
offer studio, one- and two-bedroom
apartments. Additional buildings
include the Union Hill Athletic Club,
the Milton Payne Building
(townhomes), the George Bingham
Building (studio, one- and two-
bedroom apartments, lofts) and the
Allan B.H. McGee Building
(townhomes located atop retail
development).

A retail portion of The Founders will
be marketed soon, Wilson said. "It's

kind of like the Brookside of
downtown," she said. "Bob Frye, the
developer, took several details into
consideration such as design and
parking. Things are happening down
here."

More information is available at
www.UnionHill.com.

Greenlease Cadillac
Condominiums:

Luxury condominiums housed amid
a variety of amenities including
climate-controlled, secure parking,
private lobby, marble floors and
more. A variety of floor plans are
available. Visit www.UnionHill.com to
schedule a tour.

Payne Rowhomes:

Stone and brick architecture inspired
by Chicago's Lincoln Park grace the
exteriors of this secluded
development. Floor plans range in
size from 1,000 to 1,200 square feet
and are available in one-bedroom
loft-style or one-bedroom plus den
layouts.

Information on Greenlease Cadillac
Condominiums and Payne
Rowhomes is also available from
Katie Heschmeyer, Reece & Nichols
Realtors, (816) 777-5923.

For lease:

A variety of leasing opportunities are
available in Union Hill, including The
Founders Apartments, Union Hill
Place, Roanoke Apartments and
Union Court Apartments. Information
is available from the leasing
specialists at (816) 777-5916.

Night out on the town

Arguably one of Union Hill's biggest
attractions is Martini Corner, a high-
octane mini-district of bars and
restaurants located at the corner of
31st and Oak streets. Destinations
include Velvet Dog, Empire, Sol



Cantina, The Drop and Tower Berbiglia.
Tavern. Retail stores within the
Corner are Spy Agency + Salon and
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